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D.C. Artist Eric Celarier Installs Biosphere in NoMa BID Office Lobby
JULY 26, 2019. WASHINGTON, D.C. — The NoMa BID, as part of its ongoing activation of the lobby space
at 1200 First St. NE, has commissioned a new installation from District artist Eric Celarier
(ericcelarier.com). Biosphere will be available for viewing by the public when the lobby is open,
weekdays from 9:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m., and will be on display through the end of October 2019.
Celarier, whose work has been an ongoing development around the theme of biological evolution as
associated with human impact, describes Biosphere — 43 colorful images of various sizes and in a variety of
groupings — with this statement:
What we discard can be seen as the sum total of human experience. It describes what we value
including form, function, and style, while, at the same time, exposing our understanding of the world.
In short, the mores of a culture can be read through its trash.
The Biosphere prints reproduce ghost-like impressions of mundane materials. Using a method
adapted from Japanese fish printing, I place garbage under silk, gently tapping the surface with ink to
copy its contours to generate a montage of shapes. Until recently, these works were strictly black and
white, but these latest works employ cyan, magenta, and yellow to open up an array of color
possibilities to unlock new viabilities for the viewer to consider.
There are ramifications for the ease at which objects move from the purposeful to the purposeless. In
a world where there is little doubt that our actions are impacting the survival and adaptation of so
many of its inhabitants, the production of organic-looking designs from the things we throw away
makes sense. That being said, the aesthetics of such reproductions tend to withhold the nature of
their creation in such a way as to initiate potentials beyond ecological readings. Bound up in our
refuse is not just the thoughtlessness of our culture, but also the hopes, dreams, and desires of the
human race, wherever they might lead us.
There will be a panel discussion with the artist and others in front of the artwork on September 14, from 5:00
p.m. to 7:00 p.m. More information, including panel participants, will be available in early September.
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About NoMa
NoMa is a vibrant, growing neighborhood in Washington, D.C., nestled among Union Station, Shaw, Union
Market, and the H Street NE corridor. Already, NoMa has more than 18 million square feet of commercial and
residential space, and each day, more than 100,000 people are out and about in NoMa’s commercial core.
Through a public-private partnership with the D.C. government, the neighborhood is receiving great new
parks and public spaces. NoMa is also the city’s most connected neighborhood, with a Walk Score of 94,
stellar cycling infrastructure, unparalleled rail options, two Metro stops, and vehicular access to major
highways. The NoMa BID organizes and sponsors dozens of free community events each year and also
maintains a free outdoor WiFi network. For more information, visit nomabid.org and sign up for our
newsletter. Follow us on Twitter (@NoMaBID) and Instagram (@noma.bid), and like us on Facebook.

